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1911. 


TO  THE 


'J^uval  'district  Council  of  Qoole. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  upon  the  public  health  and 
sanitary  state  of  the  Goole  Rural  District  for  1910. 

The  population  is  estimated  to  be  7800  and  upon  this  figure  the 
statistics  are  based. 

BIRTHS. 

232  births  were  registered,  219  legitimate  and  13  illegitimate. 
The  birth  rate  for  the  year  is  29'7.  This  is  the  highest  since  1903 

o 

and  is  2*3  per  thousand  above  the  average.  The  birth  rate  for  the 
rural  districts  of  England  and  Wales  last  year  was  25. 

The  birth  rates  in  the  Sub-divisions  of  the  district  were  Snaitli 
31,  Swinefieet  32,  and  Goole  Rural  23. 

DEATHS. 

114  deaths  occurred  in  the  district,  5 being  non-residents  who 
died  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Hook  ; 12  persons  belonging  to  the 
district  died  in  institutions  outside.  The  nett  deaths  were  121 
giving  a rate  of  15’5  for  the  year.  This,  although  -8  per  thousand 
below  the  average  is  considerably  higher  than  the  rate  in  rural  dis- 
tricts generally,  which  last  year  was  13’6. 

The  death  rate  in  the  Snaitli  Sub-district  was  17,  in  Swinefieet 
14*3,  and  in  Goole  Rural  13  per  thousand.  From  the  principal 
epidemic  diseases  two  deaths  only  occurred,  one  from  measles  and 
one  diphtheria.  Tuberculosis  was  the  cause  assigned  for  11  deaths, 
9 being  in  the  Snaith  division.  Twenty-two  deaths  were  infants 
under  1 year  of  age.  The  infantile  mortality  (rate  per  1000  births) 
of  95  is  the  lowest  recorded,  the  average  for  this  district  being  at 
the  high  rate  of  143. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Twenty-six  cases  were  reported,  17  of  which  were  diphtheria, 
4 scarlet  fever,  1 puerperal  fever,  and  4 erysipelas.  No  case  of 
typhoid  fever  was  notified  during  the  year. 
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Cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  during 

O 

the  last  five 

years  : — 

1910 

1909 

1908 

1907 

1906 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

11 

15 

9 

14 

3 

Typhoid  Fever 

0 

2 

3 

0 

Diphtheria 

17 

8 

1 

0 

13 

Number  of  Cases  re- 

moved to  Hospital 

9 

5 

11 

5 

11 

One  of  the  scarlet  fever  cases  was  a member  of  the  staff  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  the  others,  isolated  cases  in  the  Snaith  Sub- 
district, two  of  which  were  removed  to  hospital. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

Of  the  17  cases  13  occurred  in  the  Snaith  Sub-division  at 
different  times  throughout  the  year.  They  were  mostly  slight, 
several  only  being  recognised  on  bacteriological  examination.  Two 
were  teachers  in  elementary  schools,  one  of  whom  had  had  slight 
sore  throat  several  weeks  before  the  complaint  was  certified  to  be 
diphtheria.  I visited  the  school  and  took  swabs  from  twenty  children 
with  whom  she  had  been  in  contact,  or  who  had  recently  had  sore 
throat,  two  shewed  the  presence  of  diphtheria  germs  in  the  throat, 
although  apparently  quite  well.  These  families  were  isolated  until 
theii  tin  oats  gave  a negative  result  on  bacteriological  examination. 

The  piesence  of  slight  unrecognised  cases  in  a school  renders  i^ 
impossible  to  stop  the  spread  by  any  means  other  than  systematic 
bacterological  diagnosis  and  exclusion  of  all  families  where  a positive 
. result  is  obtained. 

The  subsequent  examinations  of  these  children  entail  a good 
deal  ot  extra  work  as  many  ol  the  parents  are  unwilling  or  cannot 
affoid  to  pa^  foi  a doctor  when  their  children  are  apparently  quite 
well.  Tn  many  cases  three  or  even  more  swabs  have  to  be  taken 
before  the  children  can  return  to  school. 

PHTHISIS  or  CONSUMPTION. 

The  consideration  ol  various  methods  of  combatting  this  disease 
has  been  prominent  during  the  last  few  months.  Voluntary  notifica- 
tion m this  district  has  not  proved  a success.  Houses  are  disinfected 
alter  a death  from  the  disease.  The  present  intention  is  to  arrange 
for  sanatorium  treatment  of  cases  in  the  district,  probably  in  con- 
junction with  one  or  more  neighbouring  authorities. 

Whatever  scheme  may  be  adopted  it  is  important  that  provision 
should  be  made  for  advanced  as  well  as  early  cases.  They  are  the 
most  infectious  and  in  order  to  prevent  the  disease  spreading  it  is 
essential  that  accommodation  should  be  made  for  those  patients  who 
have  not  sufficient  means  of  isolation  in  their  own  homes.' 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  question  of  water  supply  for  several  parishes  in  the  district 
has  been  considered  at  practically  every  meeting  of  the  District 
Council  throughout  the  year.  The  County  Council  reported  upon 
the  inadequacy  of  the  supply  at  Swinefleet,  and  urged  the  provision 
of  a sufficient  and  suitable  supply  by  the  Eural  Council.  Unfortun- 
ately the  Goole  Urban  Authority  are  not  prepared  to  afford  a supply 
from  their  main.  As  wholesome  water  cannot  be  obtained  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Swinefleet  either  by  shallow  wells  or  deep  bores 
the  only  alternative  seems  to  lie  in  increasing  the  present  storage  of 
rain  water.  With  Mr.  PlewTes  I have  visited  all  the  houses  in  the 
village.  About  half  of  them  have  only  wooden  tubs  for  the  storage 
of  their  drinking  and  domestic  supply.  These  in  hot  weather  become 
offensive  and  in  any  case  their  capacity  is  inadequate  for  the  needs 
of  the  household.  The  Council  has  directed  notices  to  be  served 
upon  the  owners  to  make  the  necessary  provision.  Galvanised  iron 
tanks  holding  four  hundred  gallons  can  be  obtained  for  about  four 
pounds.  If  a few  shallow  wells  were  made  in  various  parts  of  the 
village  they  wTould  provide  w7ater  for  purposes  other  than  drinking. 

For  the  villages  of  Hook  and  RawTcliffe  the  Goole  Urban  Council 
has  been  asked  to  lay  mains  in  accordance  wTith  the  terms  of  their 
Act  of  Parliament  and  for  these  places  there  seems  to  be  a probability 
of  a supply  in  the  near  future. 

At  Snaith  the  position  remains  the  same.  In  a previous  report 
I mentioned  that  the  delay  arose  from  the  opposition  of  the  Parish 
Council  to  a public  supply  from  the  Goole  main  which  runs  through 
the  village.  In  1909  two  complaints  were  made  by  the  West  Biding 
County  Council  to  the  Local  Government  Board  and  a considerable 
amount  of  correspondence  has  resulted. 

The  drainage  of  the  various  villages  discharges  into  ditches  or 
directly  into  one  or  other  of  the  rivers  in  the  district.  The  question 
of  systematic  cleansing  of  all  open  sewTers  by  the  District  Council  is 
one  which  should  be  considered.  They  are  at  present  frequently 
allowed  to  get  into  an  extremely  bad  condition  before  anything  is 
done. 

The  open  Sewer  in  Pinfold  Lane,  Pollington,  has  latterly  become 
a nuisance.  The  Council  decided  to  pipe  it  but  owing  to  a dispute 
with  the  owmers  of  the  dyke  into  which  it  discharges  the  work  has 
not  yet  been  done. 

A surface  water  drain  is  required  at  New  Cottages,  Rawmliffe 
Bridge.  The  fall  pipes  at  the  front  of  the  houses  discharge  into  the 
foundations  causing  dampness. 

Several  private  streets  at  Rawcliffe  Bridge  are  in  very  bad  con- 
dition and  should  be  repaired  either  by  the  property  owners  or  by 
the  District  Council  under  the  Private  Streets  Works  Act. 


HOUSING. 

In  consequence  of  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act  and  the 
recent  memorandum  ot  the  Local  Government  Hoard  requiring 
systematic  inspection  of  houses  and  the  keeping  of  detailed  records 
much  extra  work  will  devolve  upon  sanitary  officials. 

During  the  last  few  years  a good  deal  has  been  done  under  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts,  particulars  of  which  have 
been  given  in  previous  Annual  Deports.  The  records  kept  have  not, 
however,  been  so  detailed  as  those  now  required. 

. Although  under  the  new  Act  the  District  Council  makes  the 
closing  01  dei,  in  case  of  a house  unfit  for  human  habitation,  it  is 
stih  necessaiv  to  apply  to  the  Justices  lor  an  order  to  compel  the 
occupier  to  leave  the  premises. 

In  Januaiy  1 reported  upon  a house  at  West  Cowick  which  was 
unfit  for  habitation  by  reason  of  its  damp  and  dilapidated  condition, 
defective  conveniences,  and  no  water  supply.  The  owner  closed 
\oluntaiil} . In  June  the  question  of  demolition  was  considered  by 
the  Council  when  the  owner  agreed  to  pull  down  all  outbuildings 
and  have  the  building  used  as  a shed  or  store. 

. In  June  a closing  order  was  made  for  a cottage  in  Taylor’s  Lane, 
SwineHeet.  In  this  case  the  lessee  of  the  property  had  voluntarily 
closed  the  house  twelve  months  previously  after  notice  from  the 
Council.  The  difficulty  in  this  as  in  other  cases  was  to  get  the 
tenants  out  of  the  house.  I believe  under  the  new  Act  it  will  be 
more  frequently  necessary  to  get  the  Justices’  order  for  this 
purpose  than  with  the  old  procedure,  when  the  Justices  themselves 
made  the  closing  order.  In  September  the  Goole  Justices  made  the 
necessary  oidei.  In  December  the  question  of  demolition  was  con- 
sideied  when  the  owner  agreed  to  do  the  necessary  work  to  render 
the  place  habitable,  consequently  the  Council  postponed  the  matter 
for  three  months. 

Closing  oiuer  was  made  lor  a house  at  Pollington  in 
September  ; this  is  now  unoccupied. 

. In  December  I reported  upon  two  cottages  in  High  Street, 
Swmefleet,  which  were  unfit  for  habitation.  These  will  be  considered 
at  a subsequent  meeting  ol  the  District  Council.  Two  houses  near 

Eawcliffe  Station  upon  which  I reported  last  year  have  been 
demolished. 

In  1908  new  building  byelaws  were  made  by  the  Council  and 
apply  to  the  whole  of  the  Dural  District.  They  are  practically  the 
model  byelaws  issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board  for  Dural 
Districts.  Although  much  less  stringent  than  the  previous  series, 
many  persons  still  appear  to  consider  their  provisions  harsh.  A plan 
recently  submitted  gave  rise  to  such  diversity  of  opinion  amongst 
the  members  of  the  District  Council  that  it  was  decided  to  send  the 
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same  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  with  a copy  of  the  byelaws 
for  their  views.  They,  however,  declined  to  express  any  opinion  on 
the  matter. 

In  October  a new  house  at  Snaith  was  occupied  without 
notice  having  been  sent  to  the  surveyor  of  the  completion  of  its 
erection.  The  owner  was  summoned  and  fined. 

The  two  registered  common  lodging-houses  at  Snaith  are  kept 
in  a reasonably  clean  and  sanitary  condition. 

On  the  night  of  September  9ch,  with  the  sanitary  inspector  and 
police  I visited  a house  in  Swinefleet  suspected  of  being  used  as  a 
common  lodging-house  without  being  registered.  We  found  four 
lodgers  who  each  paid  fourpence  a night,  and  the  place  was  evidently 
used  regularly  as  a common  lodging-house.  The  occupier  had  pre- 
viously been  warned.  Proceedings  were  taken  under  Section  77  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  and  a fine  imposed. 

The  slaughter-houses,  with  the  exception  of  one  at  Rawcliffe  for 
which  notice  has  been  served,  are  in  fair  structural  condition  and 
are  kept  in  a clean  and  wholesome  condition. 

Twenty-four  inspections  have  been  made  of  the  workshops  and 
workplaces  in  the  district  of  which  there  are  fourteen  at  present  on 
the  register,  two  being  bakehouses.  They  are  kept  in  a clean  and 
sanitary  condition.  No  outworkers  are  employed. 

The  inspector’s  report  gives  details  of  sanitary  work  done 
during  the  year. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

BERNARD  STEDMAN, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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INSPECTIONS  MADE,  NUISANCES  ABATED,  &c  , 

DURING  1910. 


Number  of  Inspections  made  ...  . 1111 

Number  of  Nuisances  found  ...  ...  . ..  2;j() 

Number  of  Notices  served  ...  • ...  ...  44 

Number  of  Verbal  Notices  ...  ...  ...  10cj 

Number  of  Nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ^42 

House  Drains  examined  and  Cleansed  ...  ...  43 

Sinks  Disconnected  ...  * 

Cesspools  Removed  and  Gulleys  substituted  ...  0 

Cesspools  Cleansed  every  3 months  ...  ...  30 

New  Gulleys  Fixed  at  Airmyn  ...  ...  44 

New  Sewer  at  Pollington,  Berridge  Lane  ...  150  yards 

New  Sewer  at  Pollington,  Pinfold  Lane  (partly)  ...  180  yards 

Old  Privies  and  Ashpits  Reconstructed  ...  ...  7 

New  Privies  ....  ...  ...  7 

Houses  Cleansed  and  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  22 

New  Houses  Erected  ...  ...  ...  4q 

New  other  Buildings  ...  ...  . . - 

Inspections  oi  Buildings  in  course  of  construction  ...  00 

Inspections  of  Canal  Boats  ...  ...  ...  40 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  registered  ...  ...  44 

Inspections  of  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  82 

Slaughter  Houses  on  register  ...  ...  4 2 

Inspections  of  Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  30 

Notices  to  Limewash  Cowsheds  ...  ...  8 

Pumps  repaired  at  Rawcliffe,  Snaith  and  Cowick  ...  4 

Village  Water  Courses  Cleansed  ...  ...  0 miles 

ROBERT  PLEWES, 


Inspector. 
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At 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  . . . . . . 1853  - Census 

I °f 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House. . . . .*  4-3;  1901. 

Institutions  within  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  out- 
side the  District : — Goole  Joint  Isolation  Hospital. 

Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  the 
District Goole  Union  Workhouse,  West  Riding  Asylum,  Leeds 
Infirmary. 
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TABLE  III. 

CASES  of  infectious  disease  notified  during  the  year 
1910,  in  the  rural  district  op  goole. 
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TABLE  IV. 

CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DURING  YEAR  1910,  IN 
THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  GOOLE. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1910. — DEATHS  FROM  STATED  CAUSES  IN  WEEKS 
AND  MONTHS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE  IN  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  GOOLE. 
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